


small group of children, placement in Bet Hayeled may be
the one positive thing that has happened in his or her
young life.

Located in Israel on Kibbutz Merav, near the ancient ruins
in Beit Shean, Bet Hayeled is the closest thing we can en-
vision to a warm and loving home environment. Serving as
surrogate parents to the nine (two boys, seven girls) chil-
dren entrusted to the home are Yitz Feigenbaum and Irit
Zucker who work together raising these kids.

Despite the loss of critical funding this year, Bet Hayeled
continues to offer each of their children all of the support
they may need to reach adulthood as stable and happy peo-
ple…therapy for emotional support, orthodontia to cor-
rect the inevitable crooked smile, after-school activities,
clothing allowances…think of all the things each of us has
done to raise our own children.

Perhaps the single most important indication of Bet
Hayeled’s positive impact is the ongoing relationship that
exists once the kids reach legal age and must leave the place
they have known as home. (To date, nine kids have “grad-
uated” from Bet Hayeled.) Not only have several chosen to
return to live on the kibbutz, but this past year Yitz and Irit
had the privilege of standing under the wedding huppah
(canopy) for two of their “graduates.” Imagine the pride
they must have felt!

Funds sent to Bet Hayeled (some donor-designated) were
used for holiday clothing, vital ongoing therapy expenses
or wherever they were most needed.

» www.bethayeled.org, yitz66@gmail.com

Birthday Angels
“We did a whopping 2400 parties between January and Au-
gust and by the end of 2009 I believe that we will exceed the
3,000 mark!”

The numbers keep rising! Every time we are in touch with
Ruthie Sobel Luttenberg, the creative founder of Birthday
Angels, we are impressed by how her work has grown.

A Mom and former party-planner, Ruthie was shocked to
learn how many Israeli children never experience the joy of
a birthday party (or sometimes even know their actual
birth date). Using the creative skills that made her a suc-
cessful party-planner in the for-profit world, Ruthie de-
veloped a stunning kit which volunteers use to facilitate

the actual party.

The activities the kids take part in are designed to bolster
and encourage a sense of self-worth to the celebrant —
something almost always missing from their young lives.

With a new teen kit recently produced, Birthday Angels is
set to reach as many Israeli children as possible.

When you need a birthday or Hanukkah gift for a child
who has everything, consider a $36 donation to Birthday
Angels — it is easy to do on their web site and we know
will be appreciated by both donor and recipient.

» www.birthday-angels.org, ruthie@birthday-angels.org

Homerun Hopefuls
Brett Kalikow’s 2002 family trip to the Dominican Re-
public opened his eyes to a situation which resonated
deeply for this avid baseball player. While searching for a
local baseball game he came upon a dirt field where a game
was in progress. In place of the typical baseball equipment
we might expect, Brett saw kids using milk or juice cartons
for mitts, rocks for balls and sticks for bats. His response
was to begin Homerun Hopefuls which gathers perfectly
good donated equipment and delivers it to many of the
local baseball leagues in the Dominican Republic.

Now a college graduate, Brett returned from this past July’s
trip and reported to us that he, along with two of his vol-
unteers, delivered more than 430 baseballs, 117 gloves, and
197 bats, in addition to new sneakers, socks, t-shirts and
pants, to 20 baseball groups. All of this equipment was the
result of eight collection drives held this year by the young
volunteers who have adopted Homerun Hopefuls as their
mitzvah project.

Homerun Hopefuls is a natural fit for Bar and Bat Mitzvah
kids looking for something meaningful to do on behalf of
tikkun olam. Our funds were used to help underwrite the
cost of shipping equipment as well as for the purchase of
specific items Brett purchases for the local kids.

» www.homerunhopefuls.org
» homerunhopefuls@gmail.com

Lev Leytzan - Heart of A Clown
It is an old song title, but says it better than anything
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else…“Everybody Loves a Clown,” and no one knows this
better than Dr. Neal Goldberg, a psychologist with a keen
interest in teens and the difficulties they encounter as they
grow to adulthood. Neal is the founder of Lev Leytzan-
Compassionate Clown Alley, which offers medical clown
training to teens and young adults in the metropolitan
New York area.

After completing long hours of training by professional
clowns, mental health professionals and medical doctors,
Lev Leytzan volunteers visit local hospitals, nursing homes
and even run a successful fire-safety program for school-
age children. One unique aspect of the group’s work that
we especially love is the Ambassador Program which
brings these talented teens to what can best be described as
“emotionally needy” communities outside of the United
States, particularly in Eastern Europe. Past trips have
brought the clowns to Hungary and Romania and the
group hopes to visit Berlin shortly.

To understand the significance of this program we want to
share the story of a visit the clowns made to an elderly
Shoah survivor in Hungary this past summer. The woman,
disabled and confined to her sixth floor apartment, re-
ceived the clowns and was able, even briefly, to forget her
loneliness and traumatic past. When the group began to
leave her apartment, she immediately begged them to get
her copies of the pictures they had taken while frolicking
around. In fact, her request was more like a pleading as she
exclaimed, “I want to remember! I want to remember!”
What a special gift these kids left behind.

Over the past year we underwrote the cost of some white
medical coats all qualified clowns receive after they have
completed their training, as well as a new camera to record
their amazing performances.

» www.levleytzan.org, neal@levleytzan.org

St. Joseph’s Baby Corner
“Is it just me? Or is something very wrong. The nurses are
getting more cases of serious & severe malnutrition. One
family has 2 teenagers that are the size of 6 & 7 year-olds. At
the dawn of the 21st century in the USA? Grocery store cards
help, but they surely are not the answer to all of this.”

So wrote Jeannie Jaybush, one of the founders of Seattle’s
Baby Corner in a recent email. Jeannie is always a good
barometer for us when we want to know how the economy
is really doing. It seems the worse things get, the busier

Jeannie and her volunteers are trying to help local social
services as they deal with families (with few economic re-
sources) that have a new baby and cannot afford the many
items needed to help with caring for a new infant.

For front-line work, we know that funds going to Baby
Corner will be used quickly and effectively. One of our fa-
vorite ways to help is to send nursing bras — a luxury for
all of the very poor women who come to Baby Corner, but
a truly important accessory which can assure a healthy
baby.

» www.seattlebabycorner.org, babies@blarg.net

The Quincy Kids
The Broad Meadows Middle School in Quincy, Massachu-
setts has been home to what we affectionately call the
“Quincy Kids” since 1995. This dynamic group of student
activists began their efforts to end child slavery and ad-
vance children’s causes after a visit by Iqbal Masih, a young
boy from Pakistan. Iqbal had been sold by his parents to a
carpet maker and remained chained to a loom creating
beautiful carpets for long hours each day. When Iqbal es-
caped and traveled to America to receive an award from
Reebok for his efforts to end child slavery, he visited the
Quincy school and enthralled the students with his mov-
ing story. Only four months later, the students learned that
Iqbal had been murdered when he returned to his home,
and that began their quest. They formed the Kid’s Cam-
paign and under the expert guidance of Ron Adams, a
teacher at the school, began to change the world. Their first
project raised funds to build a schoolhouse in Iqbal’s
hometown; something they did so successfully that they
ended up building two one-room schoolhouses – one for
the boys and one for the girls.

Ron’s after-school club is dedicated to improving the lives
of kids around the world — in fact, every year they focus
on a different country. This past school year the group
worked on behalf of Dr. Paul Farmer’s, “Partners in
Health,” to provide free education and health care to 2,000
children and their families in hurricane-ravaged areas in
rural Haiti. The kids raise funds in a variety of ways in-
cluding the yearly “Operation Days Work” in which they
volunteer their time in meaningful service projects.

Over the years, the Quincy Kids have spoken in such au-
gust places as the U.S. Congress and the United Nations;
even Harvard Business School has called upon their ex-
pertise and invited them to speak on behalf of improving
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kids’ lives around the world.

As adults, we believe that the least we can do is encourage
them and insure their dedication to changing the world.
We do this by providing them with the tools they need to
carry out their efforts — office supplies, a bus rental to a
nearby conference where they meet with other kids doing
similar work, or even the cost of imprinting t-shirts which
they wear as they go about their work.

How could we not?

» www.mirrorimage.com/iqbal/index.html
» endchlabor@aol.com

Warm Woolies
A recent newsletter from Warm Woolies, a small Denver-
based organization which provides hand-knitted wool gar-
ments for children in foreign orphanages as well as those
in Native American communities not far from Denver, an-
nounced that they had received more than 6,200 hand-kit-
ted garments since the start of the year. What a wonderful
response to their mission.

Warm Woolies was the creation of Kimberly Turnbow, an
enthusiastic knitter who took some time away from her
profession as a lawyer to raise a family. Beginning in 2003
when Warm Woolies received 500 knitted garments, the
group ended 2008 with more than 12,000 items — socks,
gloves, sweaters, vests — knitted by over 1000 volunteers
across the country. These are remarkable numbers that
confirm that lots of packages arrive at Kimberly’s door
during the course of a week.

Thanks to an arrangement with the University of Denver’s
Graduate School of Social Work, Kimberly is now assisted
by a graduate student who provides 20 hours of work as
an intern and we have provided funds for a second com-
puter to help them in their work. We are anxious to hear
what new projects will come from this extra set of hands!

Knitters - check them out! You could be doing some very
special mitzvah work by signing on and joining Kimberly’s
efforts.

» www.warmwoolies.org, warmwoolies@comcast.net

ILLNESS,
DISABILITIES
AND WELL-
BEING
“But I will restore you to health and
heal your wounds,” declares the
LORD. - Jeremiah 30:17

A Gift Of Comfort
In response to the almost daily terror attacks of the intifada
in the early part of this decade, Ruth Shlossman, an Amer-
ican olah (immigrant), was motivated to start A Gift of
Comfort. This organization enlists the services of profes-
sionals involved in massage, reflexology and other alterna-
tive therapies, in order to bring relief to many survivors
who suffered both physical and emotional trauma. In time,
Ruth’s volunteer therapists even offered sessions to family
members who endured the extreme emotional toll of such
suffering. More recently, these volunteers have served the
populations in Sderot and other communities bordering
Gaza which had come under ongoing rocket attacks. Ther-
apy is also offered to several soldiers who are no longer on
active duty.

Our funds were used to cover the costs of running this very
low-overhead but high-impact program.

» rshlossman@watershedassociates.com

Amuta (Non-profit) for the
Emotional Support of Girlfriends
and Fiancées of Fallen IDF Soldiers
In 1997, when personal tragedy struck the Heimowitz fam-
ily in Israel, the response of Phyllis Heimowitz and her
daughter, Tamar Heimowitz-Richter, forever changed the
way the State of Israel deals with girlfriends (or boyfriends)
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and fiancées of soldiers who have died while on active duty.
Prior to the Heimowitz’s tragedy, Israel provided support
for wives and families of fallen soldiers but did not recog-
nize any others. As Phyllis’s daughter, Michal, was about to
become engaged to Lt. Avi Book, an officer serving in
Lebanon, tragedy struck when Avi was killed by enemy
gunfire. No amount of consolation could help Michal as
she dealt with her overwhelming grief…no counselor
could understand the depth of this loss. Most people
would shrug their shoulders, offering that she would “get
over it,” she’s young, another love would come along and
life would go on.

Desperate, Phyllis and Tamar approached the IDF for help.
While the army would not change their policies to offer
support services to girlfriends or fiancées, they did en-
courage the Heimowitz’s to do something privately to
which they would contribute funds. The result was The
Amuta (Non-Profit) for the Emotional Support of Girl-
friends and Fiancées of Fallen Soldiers of the IDF that has
helped more than 300 women (and men) with weekly
group therapy and occasional private therapy, in addition
to social activities and other events. Also, today Rina
Kahan, herself a girlfriend of a soldier who fell in one of Is-
rael’s earlier wars, has joined Phyllis and Tamar in their
work.

The good news to come out of all of this is that today, Phyl-
lis attends many more weddings than previously, as sev-
eral of the girlfriends have recovered with the Amuta’s help,
and begun life anew. Not only are there more weddings,
but new babies, as well.

Our funds are used to provide for some of the young
women’s individual needs that Phyllis identifies and for
small wedding gifts for those women who have been for-
tunate enough to find a new love.

» www.girlfriendsidf.org.il, heimw@netvision.net.il

ATZUM
ATZUM was founded in Israel by Rabbi Levi Lauer in
2002. At the time, Israel was experiencing almost daily ter-
ror attacks and the nightmare of human trafficking con-
tinued to plague the country. These issues, in addition to
the plight of Righteous Gentiles who live in Israel, became
the organization’s focus.

While the frequency of terror attacks has diminished, their
impact never really goes away. Many people are still in need

of support and ATZUM’s goal is to help those with inade-
quate resources to access both public and private sources of
assistance. In addition, the organization has helped pro-
vide for the needs of Sderot residents who were subjected
to ongoing rocket attacks. Our funds have underwritten
the purchase of school supplies, outings, computers, and
whatever has been identified by Karyn London, ATZUM’s
dedicated social worker.

We also provided for the needs of some of the more than
40 Righteous Gentiles (individuals whose actions saved
Jewish lives during the Holocaust) who make Israel their
home. In these cases, despite National Insurance, addi-
tional funds can provide for extended home health care
aides, some medical treatments and the cost of adult dia-
pers. With an overhead that totals only seven percent, we
are proud of the work this small organization accomplishes
and are happy to contribute to specific needs as we learn of
them.

» www.atzum.org, lauer@netvision.net.il

Books, Bears and Bonnets
As is the case with many of our programs, it was a family
crisis that moved Merrily Ansell, to start Books, Bears and
Bonnets. The organization provides gift package to all pa-
tients, both kids and adults, undergoing chemotherapy in
about 27 hospitals in the Mid-Atlantic region. (Last year
the group distributed more than 1700 of these wonderful
gifts.) Merrily’s sister spent several years battling cancer
and Merrily never forgot the long hours she spent at her
sister’s side while she, and many others, underwent treat-
ment and endured its harsh side-effects. When her sister
died, Merrily knew that she had to do something to keep
her memory alive. Books, Bears and Bonnets was her re-
sponse to this loss. Each package the patient receives in-
cludes a hat, an age-appropriate book and a cuddly stuffed
bear — just what the doctor ordered to bring a smile and
some comfort to the patient, no matter what their age.

» www.booksbearsbonnets.org
» merrily@booksbearsbonnets.org

Casting For Recovery
“My body is tired but my spirit is renewed. I leave with mem-
ories of strong, beautiful women and a new experience to
build on. I leave with the information that will help me to
continue on as a survivor...”
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The woman who wrote these moving words was one of the
more than 3500 women who have been privileged to take
part in a unique form of therapy provided by Casting for
Recovery for survivors of breast cancer. CFR was founded
in 1996 with the goal of helping women recover, both
physically and emotionally, through the unique benefits of
fly-fishing, a sport which uses those very muscles most af-
fected by breast cancer surgery. Couple the physical bene-
fits with a weekend retreat in a beautiful natural setting,
surrounded not only by other women experiencing the
very same turmoil, but also a group of volunteers com-
mitted in every way to making the event transformative,
and you have a very special experience that can change
everyone who participates.

In conversations with Jacki Lappen, CFR’s Manager of Vol-
unteer Services, we learned about the CFR chapter in
Alaska which was struggling to raise the funds necessary
to sponsor a local retreat. The Alaska group is one of the
longest running chapters and this past summer held their
13th retreat. Comprised of several dedicated volunteers,
many of them also accomplished fly-fishers; the group
needed a little boost to help them raise the funds they
would need for this retreat. We offered them a matching
$2500 grant if they could raise that sum from new donors
in the allotted time. It was great to watch these women rise
to our challenge. As one of them shared, having this op-
portunity encouraged her (and many others) to go out and
actively seek funds in creative and successful ways. The
group ended up not only exceeding our challenge but did
so with many more modest donations than ever before.

» www.castingforrecovery.org
» info@castingforrecovery.org

Gift Of Life
What started in 1991 as a truly grass-roots effort — one
family’s quest to find a suitable bone marrow donor for
their son and brother, Jay Feinberg has grown to become
a vitally important institution within the Jewish commu-
nity. Today, Gift of Life Bone Marrow Foundation can
proudly claim some striking accomplishments. Their reg-
istry contains more than 136,000 names and since they
began they have facilitated more than 2000 transplants. In
recent years, Gift of Life has begun a Jewish cord blood reg-
istry which now has more than 880 units on hand to help
save the lives of individuals who have been unsuccessful in
finding bone marrow or stem cell matches. With both of
these registries in place, Gift of Life is truly one of the finest
life-saving resources for Jews world-wide.

Our donation was sent in response to the serious losses the
organization sustained in this past year’s Madoff debacle.
Though no funds were lost, many of the organization’s
principal donors were impacted and could not contribute.
Our symbolic donation which underwrote five testings was
sent with the hopes that others would follow suit and re-
alize that none of us will ever know when or if Gift of Life’s
services could be the key to our own survival.

» www.giftoflife.org, info@giftoflife.org

Hosts For Hospitals
About 20 years ago, Mike Aichenbaum was a husband and
father of two youngsters, living the American dream. And
yet, within a few days his life was turned upside down with
the diagnosis of advanced leukemia. Traveling to New York
City for treatment at Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, Mike
spent six months in-hospital with his wife and children
and mother housed in a nearby apartment. Total cost?
More than $20,000. How do families handle these kinds of
situations — life-threatening illness and the additional
burden of housing expenses which can be devastating? For
Mike, there was a good outcome, full remission. But he
never forgot the experience and how much it cost to keep
his family at his side to help him recover.

In 1988 Mike learned about a Boston-based organization
that provides free or low-cost housing to families and in-
dividuals accompanying a relative to treatment at a local
medical center. This was what Mike wanted to do — pro-
vide that same type of housing support for people travel-
ing to his home city of Philadelphia for treatment. Hosts
for Hospitals began in 1990 and continues to do just that.
They have provided thousands of nights of free lodging to
people from all over this country and around the world.
Everyone who participates in this truly special mitzvah —
from the hosts to the families burdened with the worry of
a sick relative, cannot say enough about the importance of
this service.

Our donation (sent in our first three months of operation)
helped cover increased expenses HfH incurs as the demand
for its services increases.

» www.hostsforhospitals.org, hfhospitals@aol.com
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Project Debby
In 1991, Naomi Berman-Potash, a hotel executive, began
to think about the excess of empty rooms that most hotels
have throughout the year. Couldn’t they be offered to local
domestic violence shelters that are often filled to capacity
and must turn victims away? Named in her sister’s mem-
ory, Project Debby continues to connect domestic violence
shelters with local hotels, thus offering women a clean, safe
haven in the midst of their trauma.

Project Debby operates on a shoe-string budget while
Naomi works to complete her law school studies. We know
that once she has gotten that diploma, Project Debby will
be headed to even more cities across the country. Our
funds were used to underwrite part of the group’s very
small operating budget.

» www.projectdebby.com, nberman822@aol.com

REMEDY
When it comes to recycling, we all know to keep our news-
papers in one container and the cans and jars in yet an-
other. What happens in our nation’s hospitals where
recycling can benefit not only our environment, but also
hospitals and other medical facilities around the world?

Dr. Will Rosenblatt is an anesthesiologist at Yale-New
Haven Hospital. In 1991 he began REMEDY (Recovered
Medical Equipment for the Developing World) which in-
structs hospitals on how to gather critical, open-but-
unused medical supplies from operating suites and other
locations and get them to under-funded health facilities
around the world where they are desperately needed. In
addition, their online Med-Eq program connects donors
of medical equipment and supplies with registered non-
profits which need such items for their work.

With their very modest budget and small staff, even REM-
EDY has felt the impact of the recent economic downturn.
Our funds were sent to help them wherever the need was
greatest. We believe that this is a program that must con-
tinue its good work which impacts both our environment
and the well-being and health of people around the world.

» www.remedyinc.org, Remedy@Yale.edu

Shalhevet
For those disabled adults who are fortunate to call Shal-
hevet home, life has taken on new meaning. Prior to com-
ing to this independent living arrangement in a beautiful
handicap-accessible apartment building in Jerusalem,
Shalhevet’s residents lived in institutional settings or at
home.

The force behind Shalhevet’s development is Miriam
Freier who has a long history of advocating on behalf of Is-
rael’s adult disabled community. Each of the building’s
thirteen apartments allows space for a home health aide
and gives the residents the opportunity to truly personal-
ize their homes. Within the building is a moadon, or com-
mon room for social events, and a part-time social worker
who does whatever is needed to make the lives of each of
these individuals as comfortable and meaningful as possible.

Most of our donation was donor-designated.

» zerem@zahav.net.il

Volunteers in Psychotherapy
Study after study has proven that doing good makes one feel
good. When you can help others, the endorphins flow and
you experience a positive sense of well-being that can buoy
even the most depressed spirits. For Dr. Richard Shulman,
the founder of the Hartford, Connecticut-based Volunteers
in Psychotherapy, this thesis is proven over and over again
as he oversees VIP’s work. Now celebrating its tenth an-
niversary, VIP was founded to address the privacy issues
and lack of flexibility that come from today’s managed care
insurance. Participants in VIP’s program agree to volun-
teer at an organization of their choosing in return for com-
pletely free or greatly reduced fees for therapy. This year
alone VIP will have provided about 460 sessions which will
result in about 13,000 hours of donated time.
Our funds were used to help underwrite VIP’s minimal ad-
ministrative expenses.

» www.ctvip.org, ctvip@hotmail.com
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POVERTY
“But if I am for myself alone, what
am I?” - Pirkei Avot

African Refugees
Development Company - ARDC
Yohannes Bayu was a political refugee who escaped
Ethiopia and arrived in Israel on a tourist visa in 1997. It
was his personal experience as a political refugee that
guided him when he established the African Refugees De-
velopment Company in 2004.

Those who follow the news in Israel know that the coun-
try has been faced with an ever-growing crisis brought on
by the thousands of African refugees who have entered the
country in the past few years. Initially, those who escaped
through Egypt, risked being shot by Egyptian soldiers. If
they were successful in entering Israel they were immedi-
ately imprisoned by Israeli authorities. When the prison
was full, they were put on a bus and taken to Tel Aviv where
they were discharged near the old bus station and the ex-
pansive Levinsky Park. It was this humanitarian crisis to
which Yohannes and ARDC responded. In addition to the
humanitarian aid, housing and counseling ARDC pro-
vides, they have also been instrumental in initiating and
effecting humane and fair government policy as well as
raising awareness about the refugee situation.

To meet Yohannes personally is to stand in the presence of
someone extraordinarily special. Regardless of how one
feels about the refugee situation, Yohannes’ gentle com-
passion makes him an ideal advocate for those who have
lost their voice in this extremely complicated situation.
Our funds were used to provide for a weekend retreat for
children who enjoyed time away from the city while they
interacted with kibbutz kids in a more pastoral part of the
country.

» www.ardc-israel.org, info@ardc-israel.org

Caridad Center
The Caridad Center in South Florida (originally known
as the Migrant Association of South Florida) was
founded twenty years ago by Caridad Asensio, a Cuban
immigrant and Connie Berry, a local school teacher, in

response to the many needs of low-income, working poor
families in the area. Since it began, the organization has
grown and in addition to offering after-school homework
assistance, scholarships, emergency aid and excellent so-
cial services, the Center now provides essential medical
and dental services to more than 6000 uninsured resi-
dents in the county. This work is made possible by the
hundreds of volunteers (including medical professionals)
who offer their services to the organization.

During the current Great Recession, the Center has found
it more and more difficult to offer emergency assistance to
the families who rely on them. As fewer tourists visit South
Florida, hotels and motels cut back on staff. Families that
used landscapers have decided they will cut the lawn them-
selves, thus reducing the need for those extra workers who
mow or trim or plant…the list is endless and more and
more low wage earners are affected. We have responded to
several requests to pay overdue utility bills which have
helped keep the lights on in these families’ very modest
homes.

Caridad’s staff works with real people, people who were
making it, albeit just barely, until the current situation.
There was always food on the table and a roof over their
heads. We were happy to be able to step in and help keep
things stable.

» www.caridadcenter.org

Christian Service Program
When the residents of Shreveport, Louisiana find them-
selves a bit down on their luck they are fortunate to have
The Christian Service Program in their midst. Started in
1970 by Sister Margaret McCaffrey, the program helps in-
dividuals who may not have a roof over their head, suffi-
cient and nutritious food, clothing, emergency medicine
needs or just someone to listen. After Sister Margaret’s
death, Brother Giovanni Reid stepped in to lead the way.
We were excited to learn about the program’s addition of
a learning center complete with brand new computers that
will be used to teach computer skills and technology as well
as proposed Re-Entry and GED Programs. All of these ac-
tivities will help many of the center’s clients achieve
permanent recovery and independence. Our funds were
directed to specific items needed for the new computer
center.

» www.christianserviceprogram.org
» cservice@shreve.net
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Down the Block
It was just about one year ago when Wendi Weill, a long-
time resident of her New Jersey community, began to hear
unsettling stories about local residents which seemed to
reflect the effects of the country’s serious economic tur-
moil. Was it possible that an elderly woman sat in the dark
as evening approached because she feared her utility bill
would be more than she could afford to pay? Was it possi-
ble that an ill father didn’t purchase his medications be-
cause he wanted to use his limited funds to buy food for his
family?

Wendi’s community is, in many ways, idyllic. It is known
for its relatively high per capita income, an excellent school
system and quality of life. Accordingly, Wendi was stunned
when she approached local social services and they cor-
roborated exactly what she was learning.

What should she do? As a community, don’t we have some
responsibility for each other? Some compassion? These
were her neighbors, possibly people just down the block
and no other agency existed for short-term, emergency sit-
uations. Within a few months, Wendi gathered others who
shared her concern and Down the Block began.

When we learned about Down the Block we were im-
pressed with its focus. We realized that this model could
be adopted by other communities, where neighbors feel a
responsibility for those who may have fallen on hard times
and may really be… just down the block. Our donation
was used to pay the utility bill of a man who had worked
his entire life but lost his business after serious illness
struck. Though he had a job waiting for him after he had
medical clearance, the utility company was threatening
shut-off. We also underwrote a second utility bill for a sin-
gle mother faced with a $2500 charge when the company
learned that her meter had been faulty. Though the utility
was willing to work out a reasonable payment plan, she
still needed an immediate $600.

How lucky to have a neighbor down the block to help out.

» www.downtheblock.org

Female Hebrew
Benevolent Society
In Philadelphia, women whose needs may otherwise go
unmet can rely upon the Female Hebrew Benevolent So-
ciety (FHBS), an all-volunteer group which has been led

by Eileen Sklaroff for the past several years. Begun by Re-
becca Gratz in 1819, FHBS has helped thousands of
women with life’s most basic needs — funds for food, den-
tal and medical care, emergency response systems, chair
glides or even children’s summer camp expenses. With
only minimal overhead, we know that any funds we send
will be used quickly and efficiently.

» www.fhbs.org, tikkun36@verizon.net

House to House
When Darla and her husband Oz traveled to Israel, fol-
lowing the Jewish tradition of protecting travelers to the
Holy Land, their friends always offered them some
tzedakah money to give away when they arrived. The tra-
dition continued until eventually, Darla and Oz chose to
make Israel “home” and that was when the idea of House
to House began to take shape.

Inspired by the many years of finding just the right recip-
ients for their friends’ tzedakah, they began their own small
organization. House to House is deeply personal tzedakah
work. Darla and Oz have established relationships with
many of the people who receive help from the organiza-
tion and it is this close contact that allows them (and us)
to know where help can make a significant difference. Over
the last year, more than 125 families received assistance
with food, more than 400 children were able to enjoy new
shoes and many elders participated in a community pro-
gram which offered them help with small repairs, social
events, 24-hour emergencies and other needs. We are par-
ticularly impressed with Darla’s compassionate work with
several Shoah survivors.

When Darla mentioned that one of her dreams was to be
able to offer many of her elders taxi service to go to med-
ical appointments and other trips, we knew we could meet
this need without delay…and we did. As our work with
House to House continues we know that our tzedakah pro-
vides direct, immediate and menschlich help where it is
most needed and that is really what we are all about.

» www.housetohouseinfo.org
» Israel@housetohouseinfo.org

Israel Free Loan Association
While he is considered a respected authority on non-prof-
its in Israel and held the chair of the school of social work
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at Hebrew University for many years, Dr. Eliezer Jaffe may
be best known as the founder of the Israel Free Loan As-
sociation. Begun in 1990, IFLA underscores the biblical
concept of not charging a poor person interest when giv-
ing them a loan. Eligible borrowers can seek loans for ed-
ucation, small businesses, adoption, non-profit needs and
more. Survivors of terror attacks, large families, single par-
ents, Ethiopians, the physically challenged, and immigrants
comprise the largest categories of individuals who apply
for loans. In the nearly 20 years it has been operating, IFLA
has given loans totaling close to $100,000,000, with a rate
of default that runs less than one percent. We can think of
no better resource for Israelis who find themselves in need
of some help.

We see this as one of the best tzedakah investments we can
make with funds entrusted to us.

» www.freeloan.org.il, ifla@freeloan.org.il

Keren Segulat Naomi
In her Jerusalem neighborhood, the Rabbanit Bracha
Kapach is known as an angel. We think of her as a one-
woman social service organization. Her life is dedicated to
mitzvahs and tzedakah and it has been that way since her
very first act of chesed, performed while she was still a
youngster in her native Yemen. Despite her advancing
years, the Rabbanit continues her legendary work — a
summer camp for 100 city kids who would otherwise have
little distraction from the long hot summer days on
Jerusalem streets; Passover food for 3500 poor people who
might otherwise not be able to enjoy the holiday and its
food-focused traditions (a project she will have been doing
for 50 years come this next Passover); daily knocks at her
door by people who just cannot provide sufficient food for
themselves and their families.

There are many ways we can and do help the Rabbanit in
her efforts but the one we love best is this — along with
canned goods, fresh challah, and other food staples, we
know that the Rabbanit is always in need of diapers. Yes.
Diapers! For many young struggling families, the cost of
diapers is just beyond their reach. An extra pack will some-
times make the difference when deciding to use your lim-
ited resources to buy food or medicine or the
ever-important diapers. Tzedakah money well spent.

» Rabbanit Kapach, 12 Lod Street, Jerusalem, Israel

Romema Families and Zev Birger
There was very little that the late Trudi Birger, z’l, could
not do. Undaunted by problems that might stymie the
strongest and brightest, Trudi dedicated her life to helping
others after she and her mother survived the Nazi death
camps and arrived in Israel. When asked by Jerusalem’s late
mayor, Teddy Kollek, to help families who reside in the
city’s very poor Romema neighborhood, Trudi agreed. In
addition to providing the families with basic needs such as
food, medicine, or clothing, Trudi knew that the key to
success with this type of poverty was education. If the chil-
dren in these families could get a good education, that
would help lift them out of poverty. Trudi’s efforts were
successful and today, many Israelis consider themselves
“Trudi’s kids.” They may be professionals, teachers, tech-
nicians…and they can now support their own families be-
cause Trudi cared.

When Trudi died quite suddenly a few years ago she left
behind her children and her beloved husband Zev who
vowed to carry on her work…and he does so with the same
compassion as Trudi.

Whatever funds we give Zev are used not only for the win-
ter’s high heating bills or some extra holiday food, but also
for the educational needs of many of the children from
Trudi’s original families. In fact, thanks to the generosity of
a special donor, a significant part of our donation was used
just for those education expenses.

» bzev@netvision.net.il

Sunday Friends
Sunday Friends began more than twelve years ago when
Janis Baron, a typical suburban- California Mom, decided
that she had to teach her kids about the “real world” and
volunteerism. (Not unusual 12 years ago when things were
very different.) Piling her kids and some of their friends
into the car, Janis drove to a nearby homeless shelter where
her hope was that the kids would interact and develop a
connection with the shelter kids. She could not have been
more disappointed as the group failed to interact. Things
changed when Janis gave all of the kids a job which in-
volved cleaning up the grounds around the shelter. The
kids received stickers as a reward for their efforts and that
seemed to somehow inspire them (and then their parents)
to do more. From cleaning up to creating original artwork
to beautify the shelter, Janis had discovered the key to a
successful program.
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It was that first experience that excited Janis and convinced
her that she could help her neighbors. The result — Sun-
day Friends, which today runs a twice-monthly program in
a local San Jose (CA) school. The program attracts the
area’s poorest families (mostly first or second generation
immigrants) who work together with volunteers “empow-
ering families in need to break the cycle of poverty. Chil-
dren and parents earn basic necessities while they
contribute to their community, learn life skills and develop
self-sufficiency.”All of this is accomplished by offering par-
ticipants classes in parenting, developing a good work
ethic, perfecting job skills, financial literacy and other crit-
ical “life lessons.”

In return for involvement in the day’s program, partici-
pants earn credits which they can redeem in the “Sunday
Friends Treasure Chest.” The treasure chest includes im-
portant basic necessities such as diapers, school supplies,
and personal items.

We are impressed with the organization’s commitment to
ensuring that their program accomplishes everything that
they expect from it. They work closely with the San Jose
State University Sociology Department which conducts a
program evaluation that demonstrates that 89% of par-
ents report that they are more actively involved in helping
their children succeed in school; 99% of parents feel more
confident they will be able to care for their families in the
future; and 93% feel more confident that their children will
be able to care for themselves when they grow up.

With success like this, we know that the funds we sent to
stock the “Treasure Chest” are well-used.

» www.sundayfriends.org, mail@sundayfriends.org

The Forgotten People Fund
Netanya, one of Israel’s most beautiful coastal communi-
ties, is home to the country’s largest Ethiopian population.
Many are very poor and struggle daily to provide for them-
selves and their families. About eleven years ago Aida
Miller, her late husband, Rabbi Yosef Miller, z’l, and Anne
and David Silverman, were so moved by the desperate sit-
uations they learned about that they began the Forgotten
People Fund.

Their all-volunteer effort brings new meaning to the idea
of being a “good neighbor.” Everyone involved in the or-
ganization establishes personal relationships with their
Ethiopian “neighbors” and offers them not only friendship

but also help with food, education costs, health education,
clothing…whatever is needed. More recently they have in-
stituted several programs for seniors that provide them
with lectures, an ulpan, nutritious breakfasts and social-
ization.

One very important point should be made about the
group’s efforts. The fact that they are an all-volunteer or-
ganization is an important distinction since we know that
the vast majority of the funds we donate, around 98.5%,
actually go where they are needed. However, the trans-
parency with which the group operates is something rarely
seen. Not only do we receive an accounting for every dol-
lar that we send, but a visit to the organization’s web site
shows the reader exactly what they did each month and
how much they spent to do it. This is a unique and wel-
come way to operate a tzedakah fund today.

Some of the funds we sent were used to provide food gift
cards for Passover and a significant portion of the funds
sent were donor-designated.

» www.fpf.org.il, hihosilv@netvision.net.il

The Redistribution Center
- Ranya Kelly
“Recycling, ecology, green” — all words that have taken on
tremendous importance as the world has come to realize
that preserving our natural resources must be a priority.
Ranya Kelly who founded The Redistribution Center in
Colorado almost two decades ago was well ahead of her
time. Her “aha” moment came when, while searching for a
cardboard box, she discovered a dumpster filled with over
500 pairs of brand new shoes discarded by a local store.
That was the beginning of The Redistribution Center
which has rescued since its founding nearly 700,000 pairs
of new shoes and more than $41 million dollars worth of
other brand new, perfectly usable clothing, bedding, build-
ing supplies and more from local and national retail out-
lets. What was destined for a landfill is now filling the
needs of impoverished people not only in the Denver area
but also other parts of the United States. Ranya has sent
two 53’ trailers to the Gulf Coast of Mississippi and we are
about to send another trailer to Southeast Kentucky, the
poorest region in the United States.

Over the past few years Ranya has expanded her work in
two areas. She now runs a small food pantry (located on
part of her property) and has been able to fill it with both
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donated and purchased food items from manufacturers
and local food stores. She tells us that she cannot keep
enough food on the shelves as more and more people, par-
ticularly elders, are being turned away by traditional food
pantries.

The second new aspect of her work involves veterans re-
turning from Iraq and Afghanistan. Here, Ranya’s work is
critical to those she helps. Despite benefits distributed by
the Veterans Administration, it seems that many injured
soldiers, particularly those with serious head injuries and
PTSD, still have unmet needs. We have sent her funds to
cover needs she identifies that are not met by other larger
resources.

Ranya’s stories are profound and deeply moving and we
know that any funds we send will be used quickly and ef-
ficiently as The Redistribution Center runs on a miniscule
budget with no salaries and only nominal expenses.

» www.redistributioncenter.org
» rci-kelly@earthlink.net

THE WORLD
OVER
“You shall spread forth to the West,
the East, the North, and the South.”
- Genesis 28:14

Cuba-America Jewish Mission
A recent look at the CAJM website revealed pictures of last
Passover’s Seder held in Santa Clara, Cuba. Without the
devotion and efforts of June Safran, CAJM’s founder and

the volunteers who work with her, this event, coupled with
the real economic and social benefits offered to Cuba’s
Jews, life would be much more difficult. Faced with the
harsh realities of life there, the island’s Jewish residents
struggle to survive each day. CAJM’s efforts include a laun-
dry list of important support for the community: educa-
tional projects, a Bottoms Up program for children under
six, Shabbat and holidays meals, and medicines and med-
ical supplies for individuals who cannot get their needs
filled in Cuba. In addition, for Cuban Jews to know that
there are Jews outside of Cuba who are interested in their
well-being, makes CAJM an important resource.

When Hurricanes Gustave and Ike struck in late summer
and fall of 2008, much of Cuba’s infrastructure, particu-
larly their very important agricultural base, was destroyed.
Funds sent to CAJM were directed to resolving some of the
many problems these devastating storms presented to the
Jewish community.

» www.cajm.org, mission@cajm.org

Jewish World Watch -
Do Not Stand Idly By
Jewish World Watch was the response of Los Angeles-area
synagogues to the genocide being carried out in Sudan and
neighboring Chad. The original founders were brought to-
gether by Rabbi Harold Schulweis and included syna-
gogues from all major branches of Judaism.

Funds sent to JWW were donor-designated.

» www.jewishworldwatch.org
» info@jewishworldwatch.org

Kulanu
Kulanu, (a Hebrew term which refers to “all of us”) was
founded in 1994 by a small group of volunteers devoted to
discovering and helping small Jewish communities, most
little-known to the greater Jewish world. Today, Kulanu is
led by Harriet Bograd and the organization’s efforts ex-
tend to groups in Africa, India, China, South America and
beyond.

Once these communities are identified, Kulanu’s efforts on
their behalf are considerable. In addition to supporting
two schools, agricultural programs, women’s programs,
clean water projects, health, micro-credit financing,
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tourism, and other social and economic programs in the
Abuyudaya community in Uganda, they have also under-
written research on the early history of the Jews of Recife,
Brazil, and are currently involved with an Ethiopian com-
munity of previously hidden Jews which they hope to visit
early next year.

We are happy to send funds to cover food costs for several
children in the Abuyudaya schools as well as cover the costs
involved in training the Ghanaian rabbinical student. We
know that Kulanu’s work is direct, has immediate impact
and that our funds are always used quickly and efficiently.

» www.kulanu.org, info3@kulanu.org

MayaWorks
Whenever we meet someone who wants to add a mean-
ingful mitzvah component to their upcoming simcha we
never hesitate to mention MayaWorks and the beautiful
kippot made by a group of women in Guatemala. While
the women craft many other attractive items, it is the kip-
pot that have really caught our attention. Becky Berman,
z’l, an American volunteer for the organization, came up
with the idea several years ago and since that time tens of
thousands of dollars have been raised to benefit the Maya
women, their children, their families and their villages.
While we do not doubt the importance of having more
funds to put food on the table, build a school, or get bet-
ter healthcare, we believe that the self-confidence and hope
that this work generates is equally important.

As MayaWorks is a member of the Fair Trade Federation,
we never question the manner nor the intent of their ef-
forts. We know that the women with whom they work are
treated fairly and encouraged in every way.

Coming soon…a MayaWorks tallit! We have seen the pro-
totype and can assure you it is as beautiful as the kippot
they produce.

» www.mayaworks.org, info@mayaworks.org

ANIMAL-
HUMAN
INTERACTION
“If you see your fellows animal fallen
on the road, do not ignore it; you
must help him raise it.” - Deut. 22:4

Humans and Animals in Mutual
Assistance-Israel (HAMA Israel)
HAMA is the acronym for Humans and Animals in Mu-
tual Assistance, an apt description of the organization
founded by Avshalom Beni and staffed by both people and
animals. Animal assisted therapy is complementary ther-
apy used in many different medical and psychological set-
tings. There are other more traditional forms of AAT; what
makes HAMA so special is that the animals Avshalom uses,
his co-therapists, are often victims of abuse or abandon-
ment (as are many of the clients they help). The fact that
they are an integral part of a therapeutic team is particu-
larly significant when you actually witness the therapy.

Avshalom’s expertise in this special technique is directed
to several populations in distress. For many years he has
worked at two hospitals which treat elderly Shoah sur-
vivors diagnosed with schizophrenia. It is remarkable to
observe the animals and the elders interact and much of
this work has been documented in professional journals.
Avshalom has also had success working with ADD-ADHD
students as well as with troubled father-son groups.

In addition to the dedicated human staff, Avshalom’s work
could not succeed without the more than 25 therapy ani-
mals who serve as co-therapists. In fact, some of our do-
nation was actually used to underwrite food for the canine
“staff.” A significant portion of the funds contributed to
HAMA were donor-designated.

» www.hama-israel.org.il, hama-israel@ghi.org.il
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Israel Guide Dog Center
for the Blind
For blind Israelis, the IGDCB is the place to go to attain
independence and mobility by using a guide dog. Noach
Braun and Norm Leventhal, his America-based co-
founder and visionary, have worked for decades to make
the Center what it is today. Should you be planning a visit
to Israel and want to see these miracles-in-action, we sug-
gest you make an appointment to see the Center — the
combination of warm hearts, wet noses and fluffy fur make
it a perfect place to witness some of the best animal-
human interaction.

Our donation was donor-designated.

» www.israelguidedog.org, info@igdcb.org

Israel National Therapeutic
Riding Association - INTRA
Amid the deep blue of the nearby Mediterranean Sea and
the glistening sun that dances off the waves, sits the Israel
National Therapeutic Riding Association (INTRA), a pro-
gram that utilizes therapeutic horseback riding to improve
the lives of both kids and adults with a wide range of dis-
abilities — brain injury, blindness, neurological impair-
ments — the list is long. INTRA’s founders, Anita and
Giora Shkedi, have been in the forefront of advancing this
unique and highly effective form of therapy in Israel for
decades. (Anita has earned a reputation as an expert in
head trauma and therapeutic riding and frequently guest
lectures throughout the world). This type of therapy is
possible because a horse’s stride most closely approximates
that of a human being. When a disabled person sits atop a
horse the horse’s movements will stimulate muscles and
nerves normally unaffected by traditional therapy. The re-
sults are sometimes miraculous.

Over the past year INTRA has re-introduced Project Sh-
leymut which provides therapeutic riding for soldiers suf-
fering from PTSD. The program is being carried out in
conjunction with Hadassah Hospital and Professor Arie
Shalev, a renowned expert on PTSD.

A large portion of our donation was donor-directed, with
some used towards the purchase of new mitzvah horses to
help continue the work with the disabled people who come
to INTRA for help and hope.

» www.intra.org.il, friendsofINTRA@aol.com

Other
Tikkun Olam…
“In a place where there is no good
person, strive to be a good person.”
- Pirkei Avot 2:5

African American Jewish Coalition
Organized in the 1980’s, the AAJC typifies the true mean-
ing of grass-roots activism and desire to promote racial
harmony on the local level. Larry Linkov and Phil Lefton
were retail business partners in a small N.J. community.
Eddie Lewis was initially a customer who soon became a
friend. In time, the three extended their friendship and
home visits eventually grew to sharing their religious ex-
periences as well. The more time they spent together, the
more they realized (as the group’s web site mentions) “we
are more similar than different.” The African American
Jewish Coalition was the product of their friendship.

Since its founding, the AAJC has sponsored three non-re-
ligious programs each year which bring together Jewish
Americans and African Americans in a bond of brother-
hood. A Freedom Seder, celebration of the life of Dr.
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and the Bar and Bat Mitzvah

We invite you to check out the Education
and Simchas tabs on our web site. In each
category you will find ideas for projects,
lessons for educators, families and students
and much more.

We also invite anyone seeking ideas about
meaningful mitzvah projects to be in touch
with us directly. There are innumerable ways
that we can suggest to make the project
both personal and effective.



Martin Luther King, and a mid-December multicultural
holiday celebration are programs developed and run by
both adults and teens. Our funds were used to help pro-
vide typical Seder food at this last spring’s gathering.

» www.aajcnj.org, rk@aajcnj.org

A Package From Home
A soldier, wherever he or she may be, always needs some
comfort, some special food to relieve the stress and anxi-
ety that come with serving in the military. Barbara Silver-
man, a Jerusalem resident, came to that realization many
years ago when she passed a group of soldiers standing
guard at a checkpoint not far from her home. Her response
at that time was to go home, cook some of her special
Shabbat food, and deliver it to the soldiers she had seen at
the checkpoint. When Israel was faced with daily terror at-
tacks in the year 2000, Barbara decided she needed to do
something to help soldiers on active duty protecting the
country. She sent emails to friends and relatives in Israel
and the United States and with their overwhelming re-
sponse, she was soon preparing special parcels, filled with
some sweets, some snacks, a personal note of thanks. As
Barbara soon learned, “the packages from home” were
well-received when soldiers sent her notes thanking her for
the nourishment and the concern.

Today, nine years later, A Package From Home has sent
more than 150,000 packages to Israel’s soldiers…many of
them chayalim bodedim or lone soldiers with no family in
the country to offer them some comfort from home. In ad-
dition to the food, Barbara occasionally adds a new towel,
some winter gatkes (long underwear), a fresh new t-shirt—
something to make the soldiers’ lives a bit more comfort-
able.

During last winter’s Operation Cast Lead, Barbara and her
volunteers held regular packings to be sure soldiers knew
they were not forgotten. We know that many travelers to Is-
rael during that time were able to participate and returned
home feeling that they had really made a difference.

This past September, A Package From Home sponsored a
second Soldiers’ Respite Weekend Program which brings
a group of Israel’s most severely wounded soldiers to
Jerusalem for a relaxing holiday weekend. This break from
their ongoing medical treatment is just what the doctors
ordered and Barbara has told us about the excitement and
appreciation the weekend generated.

As long as any country has an army, there will be a need for
programs like A Package From Home — it is a simple and
effective way to say thank you to the men and women who
stand ready to defend us.

All funds donated to APFH were donor-designated.

» www.apackagefromhome.org, emess@netvision.net.il

Homefront Hearts
Randi Cairns is a military wife though she does not live
on a military base surrounded by other wives and families
who share the common thread of a spouse who has been
called to duty in war-torn Iraq or Afghanistan. No —
Randi and her husband and four children live in a subur-
ban New Jersey neighborhood amid other families where
Mom or Dad, or both, usually go off to a job each day and
return home for dinner.

Randi’s husband is a “weekend warrior,” a member of the
National Guard who, until 9/11, went off to serve for a
weekend a month, and a few weeks in the summer. Along
with so many other things that changed in this country
after that horrifying day, National Guardsmen found
themselves called to active duty far from home. Randi’s
husband was one of them. Randi was left on her own to
raise the kids, deal with daily crises and worry about her
husband’s safety while he completed a tour of duty in
Afghanistan. As Randi so aptly shared, “The communities
where the typical Citizen-Soldier lives don’t understand the
24/7 implications of being the ones left behind when a Soldier
is called to serve.”

Randi created Homefront Hearts to enable military fami-
lies to get support from their local communities. In the
midst of raising her family, working a part-time job and
doing what every other mother of four does, Randi started
this organization to raise awareness of the needs for these
families and to be a clearing-house for services for the Cit-
izen-Soldier family. From our very first discussions with
her, we were impressed by her passion and her commit-
ment to this mission. By providing Home Front Hearts
with a new printer and some other simple office equip-
ment we hope to have sent this fledgling program on its
way to assisting military families in meaningful ways.

» www.homefronthearts.org
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Hurricane Katrina and
its Aftermath
This past August marked the 4th anniversary of Hurricane
Katrina which struck the Gulf Coast of the United States in
August, 2005. While much has improved, there are still sig-
nificant needs not being met by any agency, whether gov-
ernment or private. We have traveled to the area several
times and have developed personal relationships with local
people who let us know if someone is threatened with an
overdue utility bill or cannot purchase a critically impor-
tant medicine and no other resources are available.

We also involved a group of religious school and day
school students who pooled their tzedakah in order to pur-
chase overhead projectors for a Mississippi public school
that was opening its new building that replaced their orig-
inal structure destroyed in the storm. On another occasion
we helped a New Jersey family turn a vacation to the area
into a mitzvah trip when we introduced them to Samantha
Lakin, a Teach for America volunteer who works with a
special education class in one of the area’s poorest schools.
Within a short time the family contacted Samantha’s class,
exchanged letters and eventually provided all of her stu-
dents with new books, teaching materials for the classroom
and gift cards for holiday food.

Peace Through Humor
Maureen Kushner is the founder and inspiration behind
Peace Through Humor, a moving exhibit featuring origi-
nal artwork created by kids in Israeli, Arab, Bedouin and
Druze schools. Under Maureen’s guidance the students de-
veloped original paintings based upon the themes of war
and peace, which are now part of a traveling exhibit which
was adopted by the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It
has been our privilege to help Maureen spread her mes-
sage of peace.

Maureen recently wrote the following update:

Miraculously to date Peace Through Humor has been
shown in more than 178 cities in the USA and Canada
and more than 9 countries in Europe. Currently on display in
Hungary in November, more than 21 million people have
seen its message and its beauty. If only the number of people
who have seen the exhibit took its message to heart…imag-
ine what the world might be like today!

Despite the exhibits’ impressive run, Maureen has person-
ally underwritten most of its costs which include framing,

captions, art supplies, shipping and much more. Our do-
nation is used to help her cover many of these expenses so
that the message in the children’s artwork might some day
be realized.

» http://peacethroughhumor.com

Sderot
Life in Sderot has returned to some sense of “normal”
today as the daily rocket attacks have almost completely
ended.

During our visit to the city last winter we saw first-hand
just how close the area is to the Gaza Strip from which the
daily rocket barrages emanated. We also heard from those
who live in the area, just what havoc had been wrought by
these attacks

Social workers, residents, psychologists all shared stories
of the prolonged trauma and unrest that citizens have en-
dured for years. It is no wonder that so many people expe-
rience symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder; that
kids of all ages still wet their beds; that people suffer from
constipation and never know the luxury of a more than
one-minute shower because you don’t know when the
tzeva adom, or “red color” alarm will sound and you have
but a minute or two to reach a shelter; that families are
struggling with serious economic and emotional issues.

Our funds were used by various individuals and organiza-
tions which provided respite trips for kids and Shabbat
weekends for families, help for individuals whose situa-
tions were made known to us through trusted individuals,
and help with food and other necessities.

We hope that life in the city will continue to improve and
that the need for further funds will diminish.
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The Bookman
Irwin Herman, the dedicated founder of this small South-
ern California-based organization, began his work in 1990
when he grew bored with life as a retiree. Anxious to do
something, Irwin tagged along with a friend who delivered
books to prison inmates nearby. Something about those
visits and the enthusiasm of the recipients touched Irwin
and before long he was making the rounds of garage sales
and book stores, looking for books at a good price.

Today, almost 20 years later, Irwin heads a group of retired
volunteers who manage a 5,000 square foot donated ware-
house space where the shelves are packed with more than
50,000 books, donated or purchased at greatly reduced
prices. The statistics surrounding this amazing program
are impressive: since beginning this work, The Bookman
has gathered more than eight million books (nearly one
million each year for the past few years) and books have
been sent to every state in the union as well as 70 coun-
tries around the world. All books are distributed free of
charge to schools, prisons, shelters, libraries and more.

Our funds were used to help Irwin purchase more books
for this special program.

» www.thebookman.org, bookmansandiego@yahoo.com

Tzvika Levi and the
Lone Soldiers Program
Many people do not realize that the Israel Defense Forces
is comprised not only of Israelis but also thousands of
young men and women from abroad, who have commit-
ted themselves to serving in the IDF as chayalim bodedim,
or lone soldiers. In addition to adjusting to being in a for-
eign country, these new soldiers are faced with the consid-
erable rigors of army life, all without the love and support
of family in the country.

Lt.-Col. (res.) Tzvika Levy is the founder and director of
the IDF Lone Soldier Program for the Kibbutz Movement.
He organizes homes for these young men and women on
kibbutzim, pairing them with an adoptive family who can
step in when needed. If a lone soldier does not have a
toaster-oven, a fan, a blanket, a fleece jacket —Tzvika is the
one they can count on to help. In addition to the material
needs he provides, Tzvika’s warmth and caring demeanor
are also important to soldiers faced with other more seri-
ous problems.

Funds for Tzvika’s work went to numerous items of com-
fort for his soldiers and were underwritten by donor-des-
ignated grants.

Yaakov Maimon Volunteers
Begun shortly after the founding of the State of Israel, the
Yaakov Maimon Volunteers was started by the visionary of
the same name, who recognized the need to help the tens
of thousands of immigrants arriving in the country accli-
mate to their new lives. Faced with so many new chal-
lenges, the olim (immigrants) quickly became the focus of
Maimon’s efforts. Whether teaching the new language or
how to deal with the country’s considerable bureaucracy,
Maimon volunteers became an integral part of the coun-
try and today still offer similar help to Israel’s latest new
immigrants, mainly Russians and Ethiopians.

The group is now under the leadership of Eiton Green,
and runs successful social and educational programs in
several locations in the country.

We have personally visited their excellent project outside of
Jerusalem where many Ethiopians have settled and are im-
pressed with the after-school activities, social programs for
senior citizens, tutoring, and holiday celebrations they
make possible. Even more impressive is that they facilitate
it all with not one shekel spent on personnel and a yearly
budget of less than $40,000. Our funds were used to help
the Maimon group provide for Israel’s newest citizens.

» eiton@tzuba.org.il
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The Good People Fund, Educators
and the Bar and Bat Mitzvah

We invite you to check out the Education
and Simchas tabs on our web site. In each
category you will find ideas for projects,
lessons for educators, families and students
and much more.

We also invite anyone seeking ideas about
meaningful mitzvah projects to be in touch
with us directly. There are innumerable ways
that we can suggest to make the project
both personal and effective.



HUMAN
NEEDS AND
SELF-
SUFFICIENCY
“The greatest level [of tzedakah] is...
to strengthen his hand until he needs
no longer.”
- Rambam, Hilchot Mat’not Ani’im 10:1,7-14

Special Individual Needs
While the vast majority of our work is done with estab-
lished organizations, the Good People Fund is also com-
mitted to stepping in when other resources are either not
available or are too cumbersome or slow to respond to
an emergency need. How we do this is dependent upon
very trust-worthy individuals we have known for years.
Many are social workers, medical professionals, teach-
ers…individuals working with populations that are often
over-burdened and under-served. They are our eyes and
ears in both Israel and the United States. While we cannot
always respond, the times that we do we know that our
funds are making a profound difference. Over the past
year we have used our donors’ tzedakah for needs as
wide-ranging as helping to make a Jewish funeral; pay-
ing the rent so that a family of five would not lose their
home; paying utility bills to keep the lights on…the list is
long and in each case, we know that we have effected a
profound change for someone on behalf of the donors
who have entrusted their tzedakah to us. It feels so, so good.

Holocaust Survivors and
Righteous Gentiles
Between the United States and Israel there are fewer than
500,000 Holocaust survivors and Righteous Gentiles still
alive. In Israel alone, estimates are that from 35%-40% of
them live below the poverty line, whereas here in the

United States data from only a few years ago indicates a
somewhat smaller percentage are in a similar position.
Most survivors face increased medical needs that come
from both the normal aging process as well as the circum-
stances of their earlier experiences, putting even more de-
mands on already minimal income. Because of
relationships that we have developed over the years with
social workers, doctors and others, we are able to step in
when help is needed and additional resources are not avail-
able. Funds have been allocated for rent assistance, food,
transportation and occasional utility bills. With most sur-
vivors in their 80’s and 90’s, the time to help them is
quickly passing. We hope we can continue to do so.

(Further information on our work with Righteous Gen-
tiles can be found in the entry marked ATZUM under the
title, Illness, Disability and Well-Being.)

The Blue Card
Originally established in Germany in the 1930’s to help
Jews who were affected by the rising specter of anti-Semi-
tism, it was at the end of that decade that the organization
established itself here in America, hoping to assist the very
early refugees who were able to escape Europe during the
war.

Today, The Blue Card helps nearly 1000 survivors, many
of whom live in the New York area. The funds that they
distribute to survivors, who are often ineligible for other
Holocaust-related support, provide for health-related
needs, emergency response systems for elders living alone,
food assistance and other needs. The majority of people
being served by The Blue Card live well under federal
poverty guidelines which makes these funds truly life-saving.

The fact that 100% of donations go directly to survivors’
needs, makes any contribution very powerful. As time
passes and survivors grow older and frailer, the urgency of
The Blue Card’s work only increases.

» www.bluecard.org, blue.card@verizon.net
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Please use the attached envelope or,
you can make an online donation at:
www.goodpeoplefund.org/donate
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If you would prefer to be removed from our list of donors and
friends please let us know in any of the following ways you
find most convenient:
1. Go to http://goodpeoplefund.org/unsubscribe,

2. Send an email to unsubscribe@goodpeoplefund.org,

3. Call us at 973-761-0580, or

4. Write to us at 384 Wyoming Avenue, Millburn, NJ 07041

Please be sure to include your name and address as it appears on the
mailing label and include this confirmation number: 79-99-318

The printing of this report was underwritten by donor-recommended funds.

To make an online donation go to
www.goodpeoplefund.org/donate

Allocations

To make an online donation go to
www.goodpeoplefund.org/donate

These costs were underwritten by specific donations made available for the purpose.

Some expenses listed above are non-recurring start-up expenses.

The above reflect audited numbers. This statement was shortened for purposes of this report. Please refer to the complete
audited statement on our web site, www.goodpeoplefund.org, for additional statements.

Statement of Activities and Functional Expenses
for the Period July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009

HUNGER
General 12600.00
Beit Frankforter 600.00
Clara Hammer 5135.00*
Darchei Tzion 500.00
Family to Family 10075.00
Fugee Fridays 257.54
Miryam Torres 500.99
Postville 4137.00
Rock and Wrap It Up! 5600.00
Stop Hunger Now 360.00
Table to Table (Project Leket) 200.00*
The Bagel Brigade 1000.00
Tova Cohen 500.00
Youngstown Community Food Bank 4159.49
Zehava and Karyn-Neighborhood Food 1676.58

ELDERS
Alice Jonah 8154.00
Am Echad 3000.00
Challah for Heroes 50.00
Project Ezra 5280.00
Second Wind Dreams 800.00
SongWriting Works™ 3250.00

KIDS
Big Brothers Big Sisters 15906.00*
Beit Hayeled 16606.00
Birthday Angels 4151.00
Homerun Hopefuls 750.00
Lev Leytzan 1200.00
St. Joseph’s Baby Corner 3156.63
The Quincy Kids 1261.53
Warm Woolies 400.00

ILLNESS, DISABILITIES, AND WELL-BEING
A Gift of Comfort 600.00
Amuta for Emotional Support 974.00
ATZUM 4800.00
Books, Bears and Bonnets 1000.00
Casting for Recovery 1000.00
Gift of Life 270.00
Hosts for Hospitals**
Project Debby 1250.00
REMEDY 3500.00
Shalhevet 2700.00*
Volunteers in Psychotherapy 2500.00

POVERTY
African Refugees Development Center 800.00
Caridad Center 1988.00

Christian Service Program 1549.96
Down the Block 1500.00
Female Hebrew Benevolent Society 250.00
Forgotten People Fund 56394.00*
House to House 345.35
Israel Free Loan Association 5750.00*
Keren Segulat Naomi 975.00
Romema Families and Zev Birger 11000.00
Sunday Friends 2750.00
The Redistribution Center 13100.00

THE WORLD-OVER
Cuba America Jewish Mission 750.00
Jewish World Watch-Do Not Stand Idly By 185.00*
Kulanu 1500.00
MayaWorks 2840.00

ANIMAL-HUMAN INTERACTION
HAMA 10351.00
Israel Guide Dog Center for the Blind 75.00*
Israel National Therapeutic Riding Association 19075.00*

OTHER TIKKUN OLAM…
African American Jewish Coalition 250.00
A Package From Home 218662.69*
Homefront Hearts 1016.69
Hurricane Katrina 4979.58
Peace Through Humor 1000.00
Sderot 14032.00
The Bookman 500.00
Tzvika Levy and the Lone Soldier Program 27240.06*
Yaakov Maimon 4500.00

HUMAN NEEDS AND SELF-SUFFICIENCY
Special Individual Needs 39571.44
Shoah Survivors and Righteous Gentiles 5611.98
The Blue Card 500.00

*A significant portion of this grant was donor-recommended.

**Funds to this program were sent immediately prior to the
start of the fiscal year covered in this report and are thus not
included in these figures.

Support and Revenue: Total

Contributions $780,202

Investment Income 1,025

Total Support and Revenue 781,227

Total Program Management Fundraising Total

Services and General

Grants:

Both Israeli and United States Programs 5,706 5,706 5,706

United States Programs 104,684 104,684 104,684

Israeli Programs 468,608 468,608 468,608

Total Grants 578,998 578,998 - - 578,998

Salaries* 56,693 39,685 11,339 5,669 56,693

Telephone and Internet 6,171 4,320 1,234 617 6,171

Marketing 6,141 3,685 2,456 6,141

Payroll taxes* 5,783 4,048 1,157 578 5,783

Bank Charges 4,715 3,300 943 472 4,715

Travel and Entertainment 2,499 2,499 - - 2,499

Professional Fees 1,800 - 1,800 - 1,800

Insurance 1,745 1,221 349 175 1,745

Office Expense 1,407 985 281 141 1,407

Advertising* 845 845 - - 845

Postage and Shipping 825 577 165 83 825

Payroll Processing Fee 534 374 107 53 534

Printing 374 - 374 - 374

Filing Fees 228 - 228 - 228

Total Expenses 668,758 640,537 17,977 10,244 668,758

Change in Net Assets 112,469

Net Assets at July 1, 2008 95,702

Net Assets at June 30, 2009 $208,171

Organization Allocation Organization Allocation
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Rock and Wrap It Up! 5600.00
Stop Hunger Now 360.00
Table to Table (Project Leket) 200.00*
The Bagel Brigade 1000.00
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